
Written submission from the Northern Lighthouse Board 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the latest iteration of Scotland’s National 
Marine Plan and to provide additional written evidence for the RACCE Committee’s 

consideration.1 The Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB) is the General Lighthouse 
Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man, and as such has responsibility for the 
superintendence and management of all aids to navigation in Scottish waters, 
including those operated by ports, offshore oil & gas operators, aquaculture 

companies, and those used to mitigate potential conflict between shipping and 
renewable energy devices.2  

In addition to the obvious safety case for such aids to navigation, a further benefit of 
the work done by the NLB is to protect the free flow of goods into Scotland by sea, 

without which many industries cannot function, making Scotland an intrinsically low 
risk destination and helping to ensure wider economic growth.  

Along with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, SEPA and SNH, NLB is identified 
as a consultee with regard to all Marine Licensing applications. 

NLB welcomes the creation of the National Marine Plan, and will work to support the 
achievement of High-level Marine Objectives, specifically HLMO 1 (infrastructure) 
and HLMO 7 (safety).  

The National Marine Plan identifies many areas where the work of NLB supports the 

Plan and we would be delighted to brief the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment Committee on the work and responsibilities of the Northern Lighthouse 
Board.   If a briefing would be helpful please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

                                                             
1 Marine Scotland’s (Susan Ewart) Email dated 12 Dec 14 inviting additional written evidence for 
RACCE Committee’s consideration. 
2 The NLB’s area of jurisdiction as a General lighthouse Authority extends to the limit of the UK 
Continental Shelf that surrounds Scotland. 


